
UTAH SPORTS AUTHORITY 
PETE SUAZO UTAH ATHLETIC COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
September 30, 2008 

10:00 a.m. (25 min, 10 sec.) 
 
 
Attending:  Commissioners:  Ty McCartney, Rich Montanez and Taylor Leavitt, Secretary: Bill 
Colbert and guest, Mike Stidham 
 
Ty McCartney called the meeting to order. 
 
Per diem sheet was signed. 
 
Taylor made a motion to approve the minutes of August 7, 2008. Rich seconded the motion. 
Motion passed unanimously 
 
Public Comments 
 
None 
 
Review Currently Approved Events 
 
Xtreme Combat (MMA) – Saturday, October 25 - Salina 
Elite fight night (MMA) – Saturday, October 25 - Sandy Expo Center.  Bill has been notified by 
the promoter will be requesting to reschedule this event for possibly November 11th or 18th. 
 
Withdrawn Events 
 
None 
 
Approval of Requested Events 
 
UCE (MMA) – Saturday, October 4 – Club Elevate; Salt Lake City 
UCE (MMA) – Saturday, October 11 – Club Elevate; Salt Lake City 
UCE (MMA) – Saturday, October 18 – Club Elevate; Salt Lake City 
 
Double Deuce (MMA and boxing) – Saturday, October 25 - Davis Conference Center; Layton.  
Bill has not received a written application yet. 
 
UCE (MMA) – Saturday, October 25 – Club Elevate; Salt Lake City 
UCE (MMA) – Saturday, November 1 – Club Elevate; Salt Lake City 
 
GR8Life Productions – New promoter out of Las Vegas, NV – January 16 at the Dixie Center in 
St. George – paperwork has been completed and background check is clean. 
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Rich made a motion to approve all requested events including Double Deuce pending receipt of 
their written request.  Taylor seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Rich made a motion to give the secretary of the commission full authority to approve all events 
and notify the commission at meetings.  Taylor seconded the motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Rulemaking 
 
Due to public comment, the commission made a change that requires promoters only be 
responsible for carrying secondary medical insurance for those contestants who have insurance.  
To make that change formal, the rule making process is required.  Public comment will end 
October 15. 
 
The New York commission has a policy, because of primary insurance expense to the promoter, 
that medical bills go to the commission first and then the promoter makes a direct payment on 
the bill.  This also allows the commission to determine if claims are fight related.  Bill will 
research this policy further.  A policy of this nature may reduce the insurance cost to the 
promoter while still protecting contestants.   
 
The Health Department has requested being added to the next meeting agenda to discuss 
hepatitis risks and testing and new technology.  Most commissions require hepatitis testing for 
contestants as it is a more significant risk to contestants than HIV. 
 
Rich would like the commission to research possible rule making to access and review possible 
criminal backgrounds of contestants.  Bill said there is no good criterion in statute or rule for 
contestant background checks.   
 
Bill attended a hearing before the legislature last month.  They would like to eliminate the Utah 
Sports Authority and move the PSUAC under the Governor’s Office of Education and 
Development (GOED).  Bill would also like to clean up the statute to give the commission the 
authority, through the rule making process, to make changes that are currently in statute. 
 
Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) Registry 
 
Bill is encouraging all promoters to utilize the MMA registry.  The registry allows promoters to 
submit their contest and gain historical contestant information (active suspensions, etc.)  The 
registry also helps the PSUAC facilitate record keeping.  All Utah contestants are being posted to 
the registry, issued federal ID numbers and provided with a picture ID card. 
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Open Discussion 
 
The commission is looking at the possibility of sanctioning amateur MMA events.  There will 
need to be formal rule making for the commission to sanction amateur MMA events and the 
commission will need to adopt the ABC’s amateur rules.  Bill said there is nothing in statute or 
rule that currently prohibits the commission from sanctioning amateur MMA events.  Mike asked 
if there will be an age change from the required eighteen years of age for contestant licensure.  
Bill said that would require a statutory change. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for October 18, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Taylor made a motion to adjourn.  Rich seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned 


